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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

Claims 1, 4, 5, 12 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, 
as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 
matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

Recitations such as "the door and door combination" on lines 4-5 of claim 1 
render the claims indefinite because it is unclear whether or not the applicant is referring 
to the door and door chassis combination set forth above. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1, 4, 12 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Wasnock et al. (US 671531 1 ) in view of Ueno et al. (US 6338536). 
Wasnock et al. discloses a housing 24 and a door and door chassis combination, the 
housing and the door chassis combination forming an interior space, the interior space 
accessible using the door and door chassis combination, the door and door chassis 
combination further comprising first 30 and second 32 mobile panels with the door 
chassis (not numbered, but comprising a portion of the housing 24) delimiting an 
opening (not numbered, but shown in figure 2), the door chassis equipped with guide 
means 1 18 for the movement of the first and second mobile panels between a closed 
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position as shown in figure 1 in which a facade of the mobile panels at least partly 
closes the opening and an open position as shown in figure 2 in which the mobile 
panels are located laterally with respect to the opening, wherein one of the first 30 and 
second mobile panels includes a fagade (not numbered, but shown in figure 1 having 
the handle 34 mounted thereto) which is accessible when the mobile panels are in the 
closed position as shown in figure 1, and a means 102, 118, 132 for displacing the 
mobile panels assuring that when the mobile panels are in the open position as shown 
in figure 2, the facade of the panel 30 is positioned so that an operator in position in 
front of the opening in the door chassis can access the opening and the facade at the 
same time, wherein the displacement means comprises at least one support 132 and 
guide rail 1 18 for at least one roller device 102 fitted on the first mobile panel hinged to 
the second mobile panel, the second mobile panel hinged on the chassis, the first and 
second mobile panels being intended to fold in contact with each other, and when 
folded, the door chassis opening is accessible; 

wherein the door and door chassis combination further comprises means 102, 
1 1 8, 1 32 for sliding and pivoting the first 30 and second 32 mobile panel thus ensuring 
that the mobile panel facade is facing the opening when the first and second mobile 
panels are in the open position; 

wherein the door and door chassis combination enables the facade of the mobile 
panel to move into a plane forming an angle with the plane delimited by the opening 
equal to between 40° and 135 as shown in figure 2; 
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wherein the support and guide rail is an upper rail 118 arranged in a top part of 
the door chassis and the door chassis further comprising a guide rail 148 as a lower rail 
arranged in a lower part of the door chassis, one of the upper rail 1 1 8 and lower rail 
supporting the at least one roller device 102 with the other of the upper rail and lower 
rail 148 supporting a guide device 138 fitted on the first mobile panel 30; 

wherein the first mobile panel 30 further comprises a housing (not numbered, but 
shown in figure 5) surrounded by side plates 50, 52, 54, a back plate 46 and the fagade 
44. Wasnock et al. is silent concerning a man-machine interface and arguably silent 
concerning an automated machine. 

However, Ueno et al. discloses a chassis 1 and a mobile panel 2a enclosing an 
automated machine assembly (not shown, but comprising the evaporator coil and the 
fans for the individual compartments), a man-machine interface 7 mounted to the mobile 
panel 2a, a facade of the man-machine interface accessible when the mobile panel is in 
the closed position, the man-machine interface includes machine instrumentation, i.e., 
the display panels and control means, i.e., the operation switches. See column 5, lines 
59-65. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to provide Wasnock 
et al. with a man-machine interface and automated machine assembly, as taught by 
Ueno et al., to enable a user to monitor and control the temperature within the chassis 
and to provide the chassis with a self-contained cooling system. 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/691 ,658 Page 5 

Art Unit: 3634 

Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Wasnock 
etal. in view of Uenoetal. as applied to claims 1,4, 12 and 13 above. Wasnock et al., 
as modified above, is silent concerning the fagade of the mobile panel being 
positionable in a plane approximately perpendicular to the plane delimited by the 
opening. 

However, one of ordinary skill in the art is expected to routinely experiment with 
parameters so as to ascertain the optimum or workable ranges for a particular use. 
Accordingly, it would have been no more than an obvious matter of engineering design 
choice, as determined through routine experimentation and optimization, for one of 
ordinary skill to enable the panel to pivot into a plane approximately perpendicular to the 
plane delimited by the opening to increase the amount of the opening exposed for 
access to the chassis. 



Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed June 10, 2008 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. 

The applicant first agues that the components of the refrigeration system of the 
refrigerator of Ueno et al. are not contained in the space of the refrigerator. This is not 
persuasive since it is common sense, not to mention well known in the art, to at least 
place the evaporator coil and a fan inside the insulated space of the refrigerator cabinet. 
For example, see US 4239518 to Steelman, US 4144720 to Subera et al., US 3976122 
to Neidhardt, US 3793847 to Scarlett et al., US 3712078 to Maynard et al., US Re. 
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27990 to Rivard et al., US 31 25866 to Mann et al., US 31 1 1 81 8 to Dolan et al., US 
3026688 to O'Connell, US 2944209 to Mann et al., US 2923135 to Preotle, US 2909910 
to Saunders, US 2907180 to Mann, and US 2561279 to Hill which at least disclose an 
evaporator coil and a fan disposed within the housing of a refrigerator. It should be 
noted that the interior space of the refrigerator housing is the entire space that is 
defined by the housing of the refrigerator which can be occupied by walls, shelving, 
partitions, etc. The claims do not limit what can be contained with the space defined by 
the housing. It should also be pointed out that the claims do not require the entire 
space defined by the housing to be "accessible". 

Second, the applicant argues that refrigerator components cannot be considered 
an automated machine assembly. This position is clearly untenable. Although the 
applicant can be his own lexicographer, the applicant has not specifically defined what 
he means by "automated machine". Rather the applicant merely gives some examples 
of what an automated machine can comprise such as a machine tool, a handling 
machine, a checking machine, etc. Even if the applicant were limited to the examples 
listed in the specification, a refrigerator can be considered a handling machine since it 
handles air during the refrigeration process. Additionally, a refrigerator is clearly 
automated since it automatically cycles on and off in order to maintain a specific 
temperature within the space defined by the housing. 
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Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gregory J. Strimbu whose telephone number is 571- 

272- 6836. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 8:00 to 
4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Katherine Mitchell can be reached on 571-272-7069. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 

273- 8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Gregory J. Strimbu/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3634 



